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RULE 1.  RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; SCOPE OF RULES;
PUBLICATION OF RULES AND AMENDMENTS; CONSTRUCTION1

(a)  Rulemaking authority:  The United States Tax
Court, after giving appropriate public notice and an
opportunity for comment, may make and amend rules
governing its practice and procedure.

(b)  Scope of Rules:  These Rules govern the
practice and procedure in all cases and proceedings
before the Court.  Where in any instance there is no
applicable rule of procedure, the Court or the Judge
before whom the matter is pending may prescribe the
procedure, giving particular weight to the Federal
Rules of Civil Procedure to the extent that they are
suitably adaptable to govern the matter at hand.

(c)  Publication of Rules and Amendments:  When
new rules or amendments to these rules are proposed by
the Court, notice of such proposals and the ability of
the public to comment shall be provided to the bar and
to the general public and shall be posted on the
Court’s Internet Web site.  If the Court determines
that there is an immediate need for a particular rule
or amendment to an existing rule, it may proceed
without public notice and opportunity for comment, but
the Court shall promptly thereafter afford such notice
and opportunity for comment.
 (d)  Construction:  The Court’s Rules shall be
construed to secure the just, speedy, and inexpensive
determination of every case.

RULE 182.  CASES IN WHICH THE SPECIAL
TRIAL JUDGE IS AUTHORIZED TO MAKE THE DECISION

Except as otherwise directed by the Chief Judge,
the following procedure shall be observed in small tax
cases (as defined in Rule 170); in cases where neither
the amount of the deficiency placed in dispute (within
the meaning of Code section 7463), nor the amount of
any claimed overpayment, exceeds $50,000; in
declaratory judgment actions; and in lien or levy
actions:

(a)  Small Tax Cases:  Except in cases where
findings of fact or opinion are stated orally pursuant
to Rule 152, a Special Trial Judge who conducts the
trial of a small tax case shall, as soon after such
trial as shall be practicable, prepare a summary of the
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facts and reasons for the proposed disposition of the
case, which then shall be submitted promptly to the
Chief Judge, or, if the Chief Judge shall so direct, to
a Judge or Division of the Court.

(b)  Cases Involving $50,000 or Less:  Except in
cases where findings of fact or opinion are stated
orally pursuant to Rule 152, a Special Trial Judge who
conducts the trial of a case (other than a small tax
case) where neither the amount of the deficiency placed
in dispute (within the meaning of Code section 7463),
nor the amount of any claimed overpayment, exceeds
$50,000 shall, as soon after such trial as shall be
practicable, prepare proposed findings of fact and
opinion, which shall then be submitted promptly to the
Chief Judge.

(c)  Declaratory Judgment and Lien or Levy
Actions:  A Special Trial Judge who conducts the trial
of a declaratory judgment action or, except in cases
where findings of fact or opinion are stated orally
pursuant to Rule 152, a lien or levy action, or to whom
such a case is submitted for decision, shall, as soon
after such trial or submission as shall be practicable,
prepare proposed findings of fact and opinion, which
shall then be submitted promptly to the Chief Judge.

(d)  Decision:  The Chief Judge may authorize the
Special Trial Judge to make the decision of the Court
in any small tax case (as defined in Rule 170); in any
case where neither the amount of the deficiency placed
in dispute (within the meaning of Code section 7463),
nor the amount of any claimed overpayment, exceeds
$50,000; in any declaratory judgment action; and in any
lien or levy action, subject to such conditions and
review as the Chief Judge may provide.

1(e)  Procedure in Event of Assignment to a Judge: 
In the event the Chief Judge decides to assign a case
(other than a small tax case) to a Judge to prepare a
report in accordance with Code section 7460 and to make
the decision of the Court, the proposed findings of
fact and opinion previously submitted to the Chief
Judge shall be filed as the Special Trial Judge’s
recommended findings of fact and conclusions of law. 
Thereafter, the procedures of Rule 183(b), (c), and (d)
shall apply.
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RULE 183.  OTHER CASES1

Except in cases subject to the provisions of Rule
182 or as otherwise provided, the following procedure
shall be observed in cases tried before a Special Trial
Judge:

(a)  Trial and Briefs:  A Special Trial Judge
shall conduct the trial of any assigned case.  After
such trial, the parties shall submit their briefs in
accordance with the provisions of Rule 151.  Unless
otherwise directed, no further briefs shall be filed.

(b)  Special Trial Judge’s Recommendations:  After
all the briefs have been filed by all the parties or
the time for doing so has expired, the Special Trial
Judge shall file recommended findings of fact and
conclusions of law and a copy of the recommended
findings of fact and conclusions of law shall be served
in accordance with Rule 21.

(c)  Objections:  Within 45 days after the service
of the recommended findings of fact and conclusions of
law, a party may serve and file specific, written
objections to the recommended findings of fact and
conclusions of law.  A party may respond to another
party’s objections within 30 days after being served
with a copy thereof.  The above time periods may be
extended by the Special Trial Judge.  After the time
for objections and responses has passed, the Chief
Judge shall assign the case to a Judge for preparation
of a report in accordance with Code section 7460. 
Unless a party shall have proposed a particular finding
of fact, or unless the party shall have objected to
another party’s proposed finding of fact, the Judge may
refuse to consider the party’s objection to the Special
Trial Judge’s recommended findings of fact and
conclusions of law for failure to make such a finding
or for inclusion of such finding proposed by the other
party, as the case may be.

(d)  Action on the Recommendations:  The Judge to
whom the case is assigned may adopt the Special Trial
Judge’s recommended findings of fact and conclusions of
law, or may modify or reject them in whole or in part,
or may direct the filing of additional briefs, or may
receive further evidence, or may direct oral argument,
or may recommit the recommended findings of fact and
conclusions of law with instructions.  The Judge’s
action on the Special Trial Judge’s recommended
findings of fact and conclusions of law shall be
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reflected in the record by an appropriate order or
report.  Due regard shall be given to the circumstance
that the Special Trial Judge had the opportunity to
evaluate the credibility of witnesses, and the findings
of fact recommended by the Special Trial Judge shall be
presumed to be correct.

RULE 200.  ADMISSION TO PRACTICE
AND PERIODIC REGISTRATION FEES1

(a)  Qualifications:  (1)  General:  An applicant
for admission to practice before the Court must
establish to the satisfaction of the Court that the
applicant is of good moral and professional character
and possesses the requisite qualifications to provide
competent representation before the Court.  In
addition, the applicant must satisfy the other
requirements of this Rule.  If the applicant fails to
satisfy the requirements of this Rule, then the Court
may deny such applicant admission to practice before
the Court.

(2)  Attorney Applicants:  An applicant who
is an attorney at law must, as a condition of
being admitted to practice, file with the
Admissions Clerk at the address listed in Rule
200(b) a completed application accompanied by a
fee to be established by the Court, see Appendix
II, and a current certificate from the Clerk of
the appropriate court, showing that the applicant
has been admitted to practice before and is a
member in good standing of the Bar of the Supreme
Court of the United States, or of the highest or
appropriate court of any State or of the District
of Columbia, or any commonwealth, territory, or
possession of the United States.  A current court
certificate is one executed within 90 calendar
days preceding the date of the filing of the
application.

(3)  Nonattorney Applicants:  An applicant
who is not an attorney at law must, as a condition
of being admitted to practice, file with the
Admissions Clerk at the address listed in Rule
200(b), a completed application accompanied by a
fee to be established by the Court.  See Appendix
II.  In addition, such an applicant must, as a
condition of being admitted to practice, satisfy



the Court, by means of a written examination given
by the Court, that the applicant possesses the
requisite qualifications to provide competent
representation before the Court.  Written
examinations for applicants who are not attorneys
at law will be held no less often than every two
years.  By public announcement at least six months
prior to the date of each examination, the Court
will announce the date and the time of such
examination.  The Court will notify each
applicant, whose application for admission is in
order, of the time and the place at which the
applicant is to be present for such examination,
and the applicant must present that notice to the
examiner as authority for taking such examination.
(b)  Applications for Admission:  An application

for admission to practice before the Court must be on
the form provided by the Court.  Application forms and
other necessary information will be furnished upon
request addressed to the Admissions Clerk, United
States Tax Court, 400 Second St., N.W., Washington,
D.C.  20217.  As to forms of payment for application
fees, see Rule 11.

(c)  Sponsorship:  An applicant for admission by
examination must be sponsored by at least two persons
theretofore admitted to practice before this Court, and
each sponsor must send a letter of recommendation
directly to the Admissions Clerk at the address listed
in Rule 200(b), where it will be treated as a
confidential communication.  The sponsor shall send
this letter promptly after the applicant has been
notified that he or she has passed the written
examination required by paragraph (a)(3).  The sponsor
shall state fully and frankly the extent of the
sponsor’s acquaintance with the applicant, the
sponsor’s opinion of the moral character and repute of
the applicant, and the sponsor’s opinion of the
qualifications of the applicant to practice before this
Court.  The Court may in its discretion accept such an
applicant with less than two such sponsors.

(d)  Admission:  Upon the Court’s approval of an
application for admission in which an applicant has
subscribed to the oath or affirmation and upon an
applicant’s satisfaction of the other applicable
requirements of this Rule, such applicant will be
admitted to practice before the Court and be entitled
to a certificate of admission.

(e)  Change of address:  Each person admitted to
practice before the Court shall promptly notify the
Admissions Clerk at the address listed in Rule 200(b)
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of any change in office address for mailing purposes. 
See also Rule 21(b)(4) regarding the filing of a
separate notice of change of address for each docket
number in which such person has entered an appearance.

(f)  Corporations and Firms Not Eligible: 
Corporations and firms will not be admitted to practice
or recognized before the Court.

(g)  Periodic Registration Fees:  (1)  Each person
admitted to practice before the Court shall pay a
periodic registration fee.  The frequency and the
amount of such fee shall be determined by the Court,
except that such amount shall not exceed $30 per
calendar year.  The Clerk shall maintain an Ineligible
List containing the names of all persons admitted to
practice before the Court who have failed to comply
with the provisions of this Rule 200(g)(1).  No such
person shall be permitted to commence a case in the
Court or enter an appearance in a pending case while on
the Ineligible List.  The name of any person appearing
on the Ineligible List shall not be removed from the
List until the currently due registration fee has been
paid and arrearages have been made current.  Each
person admitted to practice before the Court, whether
or not engaged in private practice, must pay the
periodic registration fee.  As to forms of payment, see
Rule 11.

(2)  The fees described in Rule 200(g)(1)
shall be used by the Court to compensate
independent counsel appointed by the Court to
assist it with respect to disciplinary matters. 
See Rule 202(f).

RULE 202.  DISCIPLINARY MATTERS1

(a)  General:  A member of the Bar of this Court
may be disciplined by this Court as a result of:

(1)  Conviction in any court of the United
States, or of the District of Columbia, or of any
state, territory, commonwealth, or possession of
the United States of any felony or of any lesser
crime involving false swearing, misrepresentation,
fraud, criminal violation of any provision of the
Internal Revenue Code, bribery, extortion,
misappropriation, theft, or moral turpitude;

(2)  Imposition of discipline by any other
court of whose bar an attorney is a member, or an



attorney’s disbarment or suspension by consent or
resignation from the bar of such court while an
investigation into allegations of misconduct is
pending;

(3)  Conduct with respect to the Court which
violates the letter and spirit of the Model Rules
of Professional Conduct of the American Bar
Association, the Rules of the Court, or orders or
other instructions of the Court; or

(4)  Any other conduct unbecoming a member of
the Bar of the Court.
(b)  Disciplinary Actions:  Discipline may consist

of disbarment, suspension from practice before the
Court, reprimand, admonition, or any other sanction
that the Court may deem appropriate.  The Court may, in
the exercise of its discretion, immediately suspend a
practitioner from practice before the Court until
further order of the Court.  However, no person shall
be suspended for more than 60 days or disbarred until
such person has been afforded an opportunity to be
heard.  A Judge of the Court may immediately suspend
any person for not more than 60 days for contempt or
misconduct during the course of any trial or hearing.

(c)  Disciplinary Proceedings:  Upon the
occurrence or allegation of any event described in Rule
202(a)(1) through (a)(4), except for any suspension
imposed for 60 days or less pursuant to Rule 202(b),
the Court shall issue to the practitioner an order to
show cause why the practitioner should not be
disciplined or shall otherwise take appropriate action. 
The order to show cause shall direct that a written
response be filed within such period as the Court may
direct and shall set a prompt hearing on the matter
before one or more Judges of the Court.  If the
disciplinary proceeding is predicated upon the
complaint of a Judge of the Court, the hearing shall be
conducted before a panel of three other Judges of the
Court.

(d)  Reinstatement:  (1)  A practitioner suspended
for 60 days or less pursuant to Rule 202(b) shall be
automatically reinstated at the end of the period of
suspension.

(2)  A practitioner suspended for more than
60 days or disbarred pursuant to Rule 202 may not
resume practice before the Court until reinstated
by order of the Court.

(A)  A disbarred practitioner or a
practitioner suspended for more than 60 days
who wishes to be reinstated to practice
before the Court must file a petition for



reinstatement.  Upon receipt of the petition
for reinstatement, the Court may set the
matter for prompt hearing before one or more
Judges of the Court.  If the disbarment or
suspension for more than 60 days was
predicated upon the complaint of a Judge of
the Court, any such hearing shall be
conducted before a panel of three other
Judges of the Court.

(B)  In order to be reinstated before
the Court, the practitioner must demonstrate
by clear and convincing evidence in the
petition for reinstatement and at any hearing
that such practitioner’s reinstatement will
not be detrimental to the integrity and
standing of the Court’s Bar or to the
administration of justice, or subversive of
the public interest.

(C)  No petition for reinstatement under
this Rule shall be filed within 1 year
following an adverse decision upon a petition
for reinstatement filed by or on behalf of
the same person.

(e)  Right to Counsel:  In all proceedings
conducted under the provisions of this Rule, the
practitioner shall have the right to be represented by
counsel.

(f)  Appointment of Court Counsel:  The Court, in
its discretion, may appoint counsel to the Court to
assist it with respect to any disciplinary matters.

(g)  Jurisdiction:  Nothing contained in this Rule
shall be construed to deny to the Court such powers as
are necessary for the Court to maintain control over
proceedings conducted before it, such as proceedings
for contempt under Code Section 7456 or for costs under
Code Section 6673(a)(2).


