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ISSUMMARY: This document contains
iseemporary and final regulations that allov
€X¥ncome tax return preparers to elect an a
deérnative to their social security numbe
EC(SSN) for purposes of identifying them-
S€&elves on returns they prepare. The reg
eXations are needed to implement change
thenade to the applicable law by the Interne
*MRevenue Service Restructuring and Re
IS form Act of 1998. The regulations affect
thimdividual preparers who elect to identify
ffithemselves using a number other tha
- atheir SSN. The text of the temporary reg
45lations also serves as the text of the pr
posed regulations set forth in REG-
105237-99, see page 331.

) of
1in@ATES: Effective Date:These regula-

tions are effective August 12, 1999.
ive Applicability Date: For dates of appli-
_ cability of these regulations, see
,in§§1.6109—2(d) and 1.6109-2T(d).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CON-
. TACT: Andrew J. Keyso, (202) 622-4910
or(not a toll-free call).

® SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

s Section 6109(a)(4) of the Internal Rev
ofenue Code provides that any return ¢
/. claim for refund prepared by an income
tax return preparer must bear the identify
/L'I\ |Qg number of the preparer as required b
FF{eguIanons prescribed by the Secretar
Prior to its amendment by the Interna
Revenue Service Restructuring and Re



form Act of 1998 (Public Law 105-206,tions is Andrew J. Keyso, Office of Assis-quired by §1.6695-1(b) to sign the return
112 Stat. 685 (RRA '98)), section 6109(ajant Chief Counsel (Income Tax & Ac-or claim for refund. In addition, if there is

provided that the identifying number ofcounting). However, other personneh partnership or employment arrangement
an individual preparer was that preparerfrom the IRS and Treasury Departmenietween two or more preparers, the iden-

social security number (SSN). participated in their development. tifying number of the partnership or em-
Section 3710 of RRA '98 amended sec- ployer must also appear on the return or
tion 6109(a) by removing the requirement e claim for refund. For the definition of the
that an individual preparer’s identifying Adoption of Amendments to the term income tax return preparer (or pre-
number be the preparer's SSN. Insteagkegulations parer) see section 7701(a)(36) and
the Secretary may prescribe alternatives 8301.7701-15 of this chapter.
to the SSN for purposes of identifying in- Accordingly, 26 CFR part 1 is amended (2) The identifying number of a pre-
dividual preparers. as follows: parer who is an individual (not described

in paragraph (a)(3) of this section) is that

individual's social security account num-
On December 21, 1998, the IRS pub- Paragraph 1. The authority citation folP€r, or such alternative number as may be

lished Notice 98-63, 1998-51 IRB 15, tdPart 1 continues to read in part as follows?rescribed by the Internal Revenue Ser-

inform preparers of the IRS's intention to Authority: 26 U.S.C. 7805 * * * vice in forms, instructions, or other appro-

develop a system of alternative identify- Par. 2. Section 1.6109-2 is amended bpriate guidance.

ing numbers. This document contains 1. ReViSing the first sentence of para- (3) The Identlfylng number of a pre-

Explanation of Provisions PART 1—INCOME TAXES

amendments to the Income Tax Regulddaph (a) introductory text; parer (whether an individual, corporation,
tions (26 CFR part 1) to allow individual 2. Adding paragraph (d). or partnership) who employs or engages
preparers to either use their SSN or elect The revision and addition read as folone or more persons to prepare the return
an alternative identifying number for pur_lows: or cIam_w for refund (other than for the pre-
poses of identifying themselyes on retum§l.6109—2 Furnishing identifying numberpatr-er) o th%t preparer's employer identlfi
they prepare. The IRS will develop & ¢ i come tax return preparer caton number.
form on which preparers may apply for an preparer. (b) and (c) [Reserved]. For further
alternative identifying number. (a) Furnishing identifying numberFor ~ 9uidance, see 81.6109-2(b) and (c).

. returns or claims for refund filed prior to (d_) Effect|ve.date.Paragraph (@) of this
Special Analyses January 1, 2000, each return of tax und&ection and this paragraph (d) apply to re-

It has been determined that this Tressubtitle A of the Internal Revenue Code of4™S 0f claims for refund filed after De-

sury decision is not a significant regulaclaim for refund of tax under subtitle A ofée8mber 31, 1999. For returns or claims
tory action as defined in Executive Ordethe Internal Revenue Code prepared gigpr refund filed prior to January 1, 2000,
12866. Therefore, a regulatory asses§n€ Or more income tax return preparer3e€ §1.6109-2(a).

ment is not required. It also has been d@lust bear the identifying number of the Robert E. Wenzel,
termined that section 553(b) of the AdPreparer required by §1.6695-1(b) to sign Deputy Commissioner of
ministrative Procedure Act (5 U.S.c.the return or claim for refund. * * * Internal Revenue.
chapter 5) does not apply to these regula- * % % % %

tions, and because these regulations do Approved August 3, 1999.

not impose a collection of information on (d) Effective date Paragraph (a) of this
small entities, the Regulatory Flexibility section and this paragraph (d) apply to re-
Act (5 U.S.C. chapter 6) does not apphyturns or claims for refund filed prior to
For the applicability of the RegulatoryJanuary 1, 2000. For returns or claims for
Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C. chapter 6) referrefund filed after December 31, 1999, S€Riled by the Office of the Federal Register on Au-

Donald C. Lubick,
Assistant Secretary of
the Treasury.

to the Special Analyses section of the pre81.6109-2T(a). gust 11, 1999, 8:45 a.m., and published in the issue
amble of the cross-reference notice of Par. 3. Section 1.6109-2T is added tof the Federal Register for August 12, 1999, 64 F.R.
proposed rulemaking published in thgead as follows: 43910)

Proposed Rules section in this issue of t
Federal Register. Pursuant to section
7805(f) of the Internal Revenue Code
these regulations will be submitted to th
Chief Counsel for Advocacy of the Small (3) Furnishing identifying numbe¢1)

Business Administration for comment OEach return of tax, or claim for refund of
their impact on small business. tax, under subtitle A of the Internal Rev-
enue Code prepared by one or more in-
come tax return preparers must include
The principal author of these regulathe identifying number of the preparer re-

h9‘31.6109—2T Furnishing identifying
number of income tax return preparer
temporary).
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