
The IRS will announce and request comments on proposed changes to the 2001 Forms W-2 and W-3 by
early 2000.

2000 Forms  W-2 The 2000 Forms W-2 and W-3 will remain the same size and retain the same format as the 1999 forms.  The
and W-3 forms may, however, be revised to reflect changes in the law or to allow for the reporting of additional items

in box 13.

Automatic Extension of Time To
File Certain Employee Plan
Returns (Forms 5500, 5500-
C/R, and 5500-EZ)

Announcement 99–37

Effective immediately, all applications
for extension of time to file Forms 5500,
5500-C/R, and 5500-EZ will be automati-
cally approved if the request (Form 5558)
is filed on or before the normal due date
of the return or report.  The Form 5558,

Application for Extension of Time To File
Certain Employee Plan Returns, must be
properly completed and signed in order
for the filer to receive an automatic ap-
proval of up to 2-1/2 months.

Because the extension is automatically
approved, the IRS will no longer return
approved copies of Form 5558 to the filer
to be filed with the return.  Instead, filers
will be required to attach a photocopy of
the completed and signed Form 5558 to
the return or report.

This change in procedure does not

apply to filers of Form 5330, Return of
Excise Taxes Related to Employee Bene-
fit Plans.  Applications for extension of
time to file Form 5330 will continue to be
returned to the applicant as approved or
not approved.

These new procedures are reflected in
the instructions for the March 1999 revi-
sion of Form 5558.  The form is now
available at the IRS’s Internet Web Site.
You can also get copies of Form 5558
from the IRS Distribution Centers when it
becomes available in early May 1999.

Request by — Number or Address

Telephone 1-800-TAX FORM
(1-800-829-3676)

Personal computer:
World Wide Web www.irs.ustreas.gov
File Transfer Protocol ftp.irs.ustreas.gov
Telnet iris.irs.ustreas.gov

Direct Dial (by modem) 703-321-8020

Credit for Increasing Research
Activities; Hearing

Announcement 99–38

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service
(IRS), Treasury.

ACTION: Notice of public hearing on
proposed rulemaking.

SUMMARY: This document contains a
notice of a public hearing on proposed
regulations relating to the computation of
the credit under section 41(c) and the def-
inition of qualified research under section
41(d).

DATES: The public hearing is being held
on Thursday, April 29, 1999, at 10 a.m.

The IRS must receive outlines of topics to
be discussed at the hearing by April 15,
1999.

ADDRESSES: The public hearing is
being held in room 2615, Internal Rev-
enue Building, 1111 Constitution Av-
enue, NW, Washington, DC.  Due to
building security procedures, visitors
must enter at the 10th Street entrance, lo-
cated between Constitution and Pennsyl-
vania Avenues, NW. In addition, all visi-
tors must present photo identification to
enter the building.

Mail outlines to: CC:DOM:CORP:R
(REG–105170–97), room 5226, Internal
Revenue Service, POB 7604, Ben
Franklin Station, Washington, DC 20044.
Hand deliver outlines Monday through

Friday between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5
p.m. to: CC:DOM:CORP:R (REG–
105170–97), Courier’s Desk, Internal
Revenue Service, 1111  Constitution Av-
enue, NW, Washington, DC.  Submit out-
lines electronically via the Internet by se-
lecting the “Tax Regs” option on the IRS
Home Page, or by submitting them di-
rectly to the IRS Internet site at:http://
www.irs.ustreas.gov/ prod/tax_regs/com-
ments.html. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CON-
TACT: Concerning submissions of com-
ments, the hearing, and/or to be placed on
the building access list to attend the hear-
ing Guy Traynor, (202) 622-7180 (not a
toll free number).
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

The subject of the public hearing is
proposed regulations (REG-105170-97)
that were published in the Federal Regis-
ter on December 2, 1998 (63 F.R. 66503
[1998–50 IRB 10 (see §601.601(d)(2)]).

The rules of 26 CFR 601.601(a)(3)
apply to the hearing.

Persons who have submitted written
comments and wish to present oral com-
ments at the hearing, must submit an out-
line of the topics to be discussed and the
amount of time to be devoted to each topic
(signed original and eight (8) copies) by
April 15, 1999.

A period of 10 minutes is allotted to
each person for presenting oral comments.

After the deadline for receiving outlines
has passed, the IRS will prepare an agenda
containing the schedule of speakers.
Copies of the agenda will be made avail-
able, free of charge, at the hearing.

Because of access restrictions, the IRS
will not admit visitors beyond the immedi-
ate entrance area more than 15 minutes be-
fore the hearing starts.  For information
about having your name placed on the
building access list to attend the hearing,
see the “FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT” section of this document.

Cynthia E. Grigsby,
Chief, Regulations Unit,

Assistant Chief Counsel (Corporate).

(Filed by the Office of the Federal Register on
March 24, 1999, 8:45 a.m., and published in the
issue of the Federal Register for March 25, 1999, 64
F.R. 14412)

Continuation Coverage
Requirements Applicable 
to Group Health Plans;
Correction

Announcement 99–39

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service
(IRS), Treasury

ACTION: Correction to final regulations.

SUMMARY: This document contains
corrections to Treasury Decision 8812,
1999–8 I.R.B. 19, which was published in
the Federal  Registeron Wednesday,
February 3, 1999 (64 F.R. 5160),  relating
to continuation coverage requirements ap-
plicable to group health plans.

DATES:  This correction is effective Feb-
ruary 3, 1999.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CON-
TACT: Yurlinda Mathis at 202-622-4695
(not a toll free call).

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION:

Background

The final regulations that are subject to
these corrections are under section 4980B
of the Internal Revenue Code.

Need for Correction

As published, T.D. 8812 contains errors
that may prove to be misleading and are
in need of clarification.

Correction of Publication

Accordingly, the publication of the
final regulations  (T.D. 8812), which were
the subject of FR  Doc. 99–1520,  is cor-
rected as follows:  

1.  On page 5166, column 2, in the pre-
amble under the heading, “COBRA Con-
tinuation Coverage”, first full paragraph,
line 4  from the bottom of paragraph, the
language “offer for core coverage sepa-
rately.” is corrected to read “offer core
coverage separately.”

2.  On page 5170, column 1, in the pre-
amble under the heading, “Paying for
COBRA Continuation Coverage”, last
paragraph in the column, line 14, the lan-
guage “beginning. Therefore, the final” is
corrected to read “beginning of the pe-
riod. Therefore, the final”. 

§54.4980B–1 [Corrected]

3.  On page 5174, column 1, 
§54.4980B–1, paragraph (b), line 7  from
the bottom of the paragraph, the language
“rules in §§54.4980B–1 though” is cor-
rected to read “rules in §§54.4980B–1
through”.

Michael Slaughter,
Acting Chief, Regulations Unit,

Assistant Chief Counsel (Corporate).

(Filed by the Office of the Federal Register on
March 24, 1999, 8:45 a.m., and published in the
issue of the Federal Register for March 25, 1999, 64
F.R. 14382)

April 12, 1999 10 1999–15  I.R.B.
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