
Format Changes to Forms W-2 and W-3 Postponed Until Tax Year 2001

Announcement 99–34

Background In Announcement 98–55, 1998–26 I.R.B. 41, the IRS asked for comments on proposed format changes to
Form W-2, Wage and Tax Statement, and Form W-3, Transmittal of Wage and Tax Statements.  These
changes were proposed for the 1999 forms to be filed in 2000.  

In Announcement 98–84, 1998–38 I.R.B. 30, the IRS postponed  making major format changes to Forms 
W-2 and W-3 until the 2000 forms to be filed in 2001. 

Changes Postponed Based on concerns expressed by industry representatives and others, the IRS is again postponing major 
Until Tax Year 2001 format changes to Forms W-2 and W-3.  The IRS intends to make format changes similar to those first pro-

posed in Announcement 98–55 to the 2001 forms to be filed in 2002.

World Congregational Fellowship Church
of Somers, Somers, CT

World Evangelical Mission Team of New
England Inc., Mattapan, MA

World Interdependence Fund of New
Mexico, Santa Fe, NM

World Mission Mobilization Center Inc.,
Yoakum, TX

World of Learning Inc., Austin, TX
World Peace Foundation Inc., Tampa, FL
World Refuge Charity Inc., St.

Petersburg, FL
World Salmonid Research Institute Inc.,

Nederland, CO
World Sports Mission of America,

Huntington Beach, CA
World Telugu Federation, West

Bloomfield, MI
World View Foundation Inc., Boston,

MA
World Vision Mission Town, Cerritos,

CA
Worldaid Foundation Inc., Orlando, FL
Wounded Eagles, Richardson, TX
Wray Cultural Enrichment Council,

Wray, CO
Writers Inc., Lawrence, KS
Writers Room of Boston Inc., Boston,

MA
Writings on the Wall Inc., San Anselmo,

CA
WXRT-WSCR Foundation, Chicago, IL
Wyoming Farmers Union Community

Services Incorporated, Pine Bluffs,
WY

Wyoming Observer Inc., Laramie, WY
Wyoming State AIB Committee, Casper,

WY
X-Treme Football Club Inc., Powell, OH
Xilin Childrens Foundation for Chinese

Y& E Foundation, Yakima, WA
YE SKids Inc., Sarasota, FL
Yachad-Immanuel Ministry Inc.,

Bradenton, FL
Yakima Gateway Tower Foundation,

Yakima, WA
Yellowstone Project to Promote

Tolerance, Billings, MT
Yerakas Society of Greater New England

Inc., Peabody, MA
Yes Lord Ministries Inc., Indianapolis, IN
Yeshiva Hayisodos Inc., New York, NY
Yonkers Beautification Conservancy Inc.,

Yonkers, NY
Yonkers Job Development Corp.,

Yonkers, NY
York Skating Rink Inc., York, ME
Young Ambassador Center, Chicago

Heights, IL
Young Artists Inc., N. Myrtle Beach, SC
Young Blacks Making a Difference

Foundation, Stafford, TX
Young Leaders Academy of Baton

Rouge, Baton Rouge, LA
Young Leaders Council Inc., Nashville,

TN
Young Peoples Marketing Society Inc.,

Denver, CO
Younger Family Home & Study Center

Inc., Lees Summit, MO
Youth Achievers U S AInc., Landover,

MD
Youth Alternative for Christ Inc.,

Springfield, NJ
Youth Awareness Program Inc., Tulsa, OK
Youth Challenge International Inc.,

Winston Salem, NC
Youth Courts of the Capital District Inc.,

Latham, NY
Youth Encouragement Systems, Linden,

Youth Entrepreneur Program Inc.,
Columbus, OH

Youth Forever, Long Lake, MN
Youth Job Training Center of Slaton

Lubbock, Lubbock, TX
Youth Leadership Council, Houston, TX
Youth Medical Home Inc., New Orleans,

LA
Youth Services America Corp., Elliccott

City, MD
Youth Today Leaders Tomorrow Inc.,

Golden Valley, MN
Youth Unlimited Inc., Fort Collins, CO
Youth Vision Inc., Miami Beach, FL
Youth with a Mission-Philadelphia Inc.,

Essington, PA
Youth with a Mission Salt Lake City,

Ogden, UT
Youthserveusa, Washington, DC
Zainabia Islamic Society, Fontana, CA
Zato-Durami Water Project Inc.,

Amherst, MA
Zion Community Empowerment Center

Inc., College Park, GA
Zion Ministries Inc., Terre Haute, IN
Zook Community Club Inc., Larned, KS

If an organization listed above submits
information that warrants the renewal of
its classification as a public charity or as a
private operating foundation, the Internal
Revenue Service will issue a ruling or de-
termination letter with the revised classi-
fication as to foundation status. Grantors
and contributors may thereafter rely upon
such ruling or determination letter as pro-
vided in section 1.509(a)–7 of the Income
Tax Regulations. It is not the practice of
the Service to announce such revised clas-
sification of foundation status in the Inter-
nal Revenue Bulletin.
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The IRS will announce and request comments on proposed changes to the 2001 Forms W-2 and W-3 by
early 2000.

2000 Forms  W-2 The 2000 Forms W-2 and W-3 will remain the same size and retain the same format as the 1999 forms.  The
and W-3 forms may, however, be revised to reflect changes in the law or to allow for the reporting of additional items

in box 13.

1999–15  I.R.B. 9 April 12, 1999

Automatic Extension of Time To
File Certain Employee Plan
Returns (Forms 5500, 5500-
C/R, and 5500-EZ)

Announcement 99–37

Effective immediately, all applications
for extension of time to file Forms 5500,
5500-C/R, and 5500-EZ will be automati-
cally approved if the request (Form 5558)
is filed on or before the normal due date
of the return or report.  The Form 5558,

Application for Extension of Time To File
Certain Employee Plan Returns, must be
properly completed and signed in order
for the filer to receive an automatic ap-
proval of up to 2-1/2 months.

Because the extension is automatically
approved, the IRS will no longer return
approved copies of Form 5558 to the filer
to be filed with the return.  Instead, filers
will be required to attach a photocopy of
the completed and signed Form 5558 to
the return or report.

This change in procedure does not

apply to filers of Form 5330, Return of
Excise Taxes Related to Employee Bene-
fit Plans.  Applications for extension of
time to file Form 5330 will continue to be
returned to the applicant as approved or
not approved.

These new procedures are reflected in
the instructions for the March 1999 revi-
sion of Form 5558.  The form is now
available at the IRS’s Internet Web Site.
You can also get copies of Form 5558
from the IRS Distribution Centers when it
becomes available in early May 1999.

Request by — Number or Address

Telephone 1-800-TAX FORM
(1-800-829-3676)

Personal computer:
World Wide Web www.irs.ustreas.gov
File Transfer Protocol ftp.irs.ustreas.gov
Telnet iris.irs.ustreas.gov

Direct Dial (by modem) 703-321-8020

Credit for Increasing Research
Activities; Hearing

Announcement 99–38

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service
(IRS), Treasury.

ACTION: Notice of public hearing on
proposed rulemaking.

SUMMARY: This document contains a
notice of a public hearing on proposed
regulations relating to the computation of
the credit under section 41(c) and the def-
inition of qualified research under section
41(d).

DATES: The public hearing is being held
on Thursday, April 29, 1999, at 10 a.m.

The IRS must receive outlines of topics to
be discussed at the hearing by April 15,
1999.

ADDRESSES: The public hearing is
being held in room 2615, Internal Rev-
enue Building, 1111 Constitution Av-
enue, NW, Washington, DC.  Due to
building security procedures, visitors
must enter at the 10th Street entrance, lo-
cated between Constitution and Pennsyl-
vania Avenues, NW. In addition, all visi-
tors must present photo identification to
enter the building.

Mail outlines to: CC:DOM:CORP:R
(REG–105170–97), room 5226, Internal
Revenue Service, POB 7604, Ben
Franklin Station, Washington, DC 20044.
Hand deliver outlines Monday through

Friday between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5
p.m. to: CC:DOM:CORP:R (REG–
105170–97), Courier’s Desk, Internal
Revenue Service, 1111  Constitution Av-
enue, NW, Washington, DC.  Submit out-
lines electronically via the Internet by se-
lecting the “Tax Regs” option on the IRS
Home Page, or by submitting them di-
rectly to the IRS Internet site at:http://
www.irs.ustreas.gov/ prod/tax_regs/com-
ments.html. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CON-
TACT: Concerning submissions of com-
ments, the hearing, and/or to be placed on
the building access list to attend the hear-
ing Guy Traynor, (202) 622-7180 (not a
toll free number).
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