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> OBhief Counsel Advice Available
for Public Inspection

M-Announcement 99-4
ind

or former revenue provisions. Chief
CounséAdvice is written by any national
office component of theffice of Chief
Counsel to Chief Counsel fieldfioes or
Service field Giices. Chief Counsé\d-
vice are not definitive statements of Sel
vice position, and may not be used o
cited as precedent in resolving cases, b
access will provide taxpayers with the
views of personnel of theff@@e of Chief
Counsel as to current tax issué&e H.R.
Conf. Rep. No. 599, 105th Cong., 2¢
Sess. , at 301 (1998).

Some of these Chief Couhgelvice
documents will relate to tax issues of spe
cific taxpayers; howewve the release
process will ensure that the public avall
ability of Chief CoundeAdvice will not
violate taxpayer privag Pursuant to sec-
tion 6110(c)(1) and (i)(4)(B) of the Code,
after a document that constitutes Chie
Counsé Advice has been issued to the
field, the taxpayer will be contacted by
the Service and will be provided an op
portunity to help the Service locate an
delete from the document, informatior
that might identify the taxpageThis will
occur prior to the document being mad
available to the public.

Prior to the release of the document t
the public and prior to the contact witt
any particular taxpayer involved, Con-
gress has authorized the Service to r
move other types of information that are
exempt from public disclosure under the
Freedom of InformatioAct (FOIA) See
section @10(i)(3)(B). These deletions
will be made only if necessary to protec
information that might jeopardize an on:
going controversy or that would be harm
ful to other interests specified in the
FOIA. After the document has been mad
available to the public, the correctness ¢
the deletion of this information from the
document can be challenged under exis
ing disclosure rules.

Documents released under this proce

nis- The Internal Revenue Service will soorwill be found in the Freedom of Informa-
1erbegin to make certain documents, calletion Reading Rooml111 Constitution
anChief Counsé Advice” available for Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20224,

ttepublic inspection. Under sectiordB(i)-

where they can be read and copied by tt

- (1) of the Internal Revenue Code, Chiepublic.

ha€Counsé Advice is written advice or in-

Because no nontaxpayer specific Chie

- struction that conveys legal interpretaCounsé Advice was issued between Oc
nations or positions of the Service or the Oftober 20, 1998, and November 9, 1998, r
fice of Chief Counsel concerning existingdocuments will be available before the
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week of January 4, 1999. Thereaftel
newly issued documents will be release
on a weekly basis. Beginning February 1
1999, Chief Counsel Advice will also be
made available to the public by postin
them weekly on the IRS public Interne
site at http://www.irs.ustreas.gov/prod
news/efoia/index.html.

Also beginning February 1, 1999, the
Service anticipates making technical ac
vice memoranda and private letter ruling
available electronically on its Internet
site. These documents have previous
been released only in paper medium.

In addition, beginning in 1999, the Ser
vice will also start releasing to the public
certain Chief Counsel Advice that hac
been issued in prior years. The Office c
Chief Counsel has begun the preparatic
of these documents for release. Prior f
release of documents which were pre
pared with respect to tax issues of a pa
ticular taxpayer, the Service will contac
the taxpayer and provide an opportunit
to assist the Service in deleting informa
tion that might identify the taxpayer.

The principal author of this announce
ment is Andrea Tucker of the Office of
Associate Chief Counsel (Domestic). Fo
further information regarding this an-
nouncement contact Ms. Tucker on (202
622-4540 (not a toll-free call).



